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4 BRIEF BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 


of Alexander MacMuriphy, Jr., who was born 
in Londonderry, N. H., lived in the easiterly 
part of the town, lived at Amoskeag and in 
the Neck at Massabesiic, Married and had chil 
dren, made a will and died in 1763; buried 
in first burial ground, a stome and inscrip- 
tion found at the grave at this time, Novem- 
ber 5, 1915. 


Birth and Childhood. 


Alexander MacMiuriphy, Jir., was the fourth 
in order of six children born to the Charter 
Alexander MacMurphy of Londonderry, N. 
H. The record of his birth and parentage 
are found in the first volume of Town 
Records. He was the son of Alexander and 
Jenet MacMurrphy of the easiterly part of the 
town, born on the home lot of fifty acres, 
laid out to Alexander MacMurphy and James 
Liggett, as a half right in March 1722. Why 
each of them was not entitled to a full home 
lot is not apparent. Two charter proprie- 
tors of the town hiad only one half of 4 
homelot between them. But for divers 
good causes the same year, September 1, 
1722, James Liggett conveyed by deed his 
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share of the fifty acre homestead, and the 
meadows belonging to the right, to Alex- 
ander MacMurphy. This homestead was 
in the Three Quarter Mile Range, which was 
a series of homesteads, each two hundred 
and forty. rods in length, and of widths to 
make up the requisite number of acres. 
The longest lines ran due east and west. 
and the shortest ran due north and south, 
These lines, hargely marked by stonewalls, 
remain to day practically unchanged. Alex- 
ander MaidMurphy‘s homelot of fifty acres 
was bounded on the north by one of the 
numerous farms of Lieutenant Governor 
John Wentworth; and on the south by a 
second division of land laid out to his 
brother, Squire John MacMurphy. 

The first wife of Alexander MacMurphy 
is presumed to have been a near relative ot 
James Liggett, perhaps a daughter, but 
probably a sister, Jean Liggett. For there 
‘is no evidence that James Liggett was mar: 
ried ‘and had children, whereas ‘at his death 
in 1760 his last will and testament mentions 
only brothers and sisters for legaicies. 

That Alexander MacMurphy had six 
children, that lived to mature years, Is 
known from the deeds made by five of them, 
and from the records of birth of four ot 
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them, and by the family traditions. The 
two children of the first wife, Jean Liggett, 
were George MacMurphy born 1720, and 
John MacMurphy born about 1722, the date 
of the Londonderry royal charter. Then 


- mother died in 1724, and their father mar- 


ried agein, but no record is found. But the 
records proceed to give the births of four 
children to Alexander and Jenet MacMur- 
phy; Jean MacMurphy 1726, Alexander Mac 
Murphy, Jr., the subject of this sketch, born 
April 1, 1728, Daniel MaoMvrphy 1731 ana 
James MacMurphy 17384. The exact date» 
of ¢he others are given in other sketches. 
All of this preliminary history is give: 
here to clearly identify this Alexander Mac 
Murphy, Jr., and not get him mixed up with 
two other Alexander MacMunphys of Lon- 
donderry, one the son of Squire John Mac- 
Murphy born in 1717, the other the son of 
Archibald MaicMurnphy born 1729. 


As a Young Man. 


Alexander MaicMurphy Jr.’s. father, Alex- 
ender MeacMiurphy, was drowned February 
19, 1734, in the Powow river at Kingston. 
His mother Jenet MacMurphy, appointed 
administratrix of his estate the same year 
but declined to serve, and petitioned the 
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Court to appoint Squire John MacMunphy, 
her late husbanid‘s! brother, to serve in her 
stead. The real estate was left undivided 
as all the children were under legal age. 
And so Alexander MacMurphy, Jr., six years 
of age, was the heir to one sixth of the es- 
tate, after the dower of the mother was 
settled. It does not appear that she re- 
ceived anything out of the real estate, as 
no record of the ‘widow has been found it 
may be presumed, that she either accepted 
personal property in settlement of right of 
dower, or that she died) before childen 
reached the age of twenty-one 

Again, in reference to the rights of the 
eldest son no records appear, butitis evid- 
ent, that when he came of age he had tnans- 
ferred all his rights, one sixth of the real 
estate to ihis mext brother, John Mac- 
Murphiy. In 1750, Jean MacMurphy, the 
third child, conveyed by deed all her right, 
title and interests in the estate of her hon- 
ored father, Alexander MacMurphy, being 
one sixth part to her brother, the fourth 
child, Alexander MacMurphy, Jr. The 
consideration for her sixth part in 1750 wag 
140 pounds. In 1755, Daniel MacMurphy, 
the fifth child, con\veyed by deed all his 
right, title and interests in the estate of his 
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honored father, Alexander MacMurphy, to 
his brother, Alexander MacMurphy, Jr., 
consideration 370 lbs. Then Alexander 
MiacMurphy, Jr. had possession of three 
sixth of the estate; his own, Jean‘s and 
Daniels. 

Im 1757, the second child, John MacMur 
phy, was dead, leaving a widow. John Mac 
Murphy was the owner of two gsixths of the 
estate; his own and George‘s! part, Alexian- 
der MacMurphy was ‘appointed adminis- 
trator to ‘his brother John‘s estate, and 
that year conveyed by deed the right, title 
and interests that John MacMurphy, ship. 
wright of Boston, deceased, possessed a’ 
the time of his death, to James MacMurphy 
of Londonderry, His part was two sixths 
of the estate and the consideration was 
140 lbs, but there was a reservation, in the 
deed of these pieces of real estate, of the 
right of dower of the widow of John Mac- 
Murphy. It was (planned that Alexander 
MacMurphy, Jr., should have the whole of 
the real estate, and so immediately James 
MacMurphy, who now had three sixths; hi: 
own and the shares of both George and 
John MacMurphy, conveyed by deed three 
sixths of the estate of his honored father, 
Alexander ‘MacMurphy, ‘to hig brother. 
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Alexander MacMurphy, Jr., reserving the 
right of dower of the widow of John Mac- 
Murphy. The consideration was 450 pounds. 

And so we find, that November 29, 1757 
when Alexiander MacMumphy, Jr., was about 
twenty-nine years of age, he ‘tad come into 
the possession of thie fifty acre home lot, 
the one hundired ten acre second division, 
two other lots with rights, two meadows. 
farm iat Amoskeag, and some sawmill 


rights, but there was reserved @ right of4 


dower to the widow of his brother John, 
and his right to a lot in a new township 
e2lled number Six, Hegniker 


Amoskeag Farm 


The John Wheelwright Deed of Octobe: 
20, 1719 gave the settlers of Nutfield a long 
boundary upon the east bank of the Merr: 
mack River, and they began very early to 
take possession of the most desirable parts, 
of the region about the Amogskeag Falls, 
and northward to the Isle of Hooksett. 
and southward as far as) the mouth ot 
Cohas brook. But when the Royal Charter 
for the town of Londonderry wag obtained 
June 1, 1722, it was found to be quite dif- 
ferent in many respects from the previous 
deed. And those people of the colony, who 
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had taken up farms adijacent to tre fishing 
place, at Amoskeag| Flall, «were isfettling 
upon a strip of land between the charterea 
bounds of the town of Londondenry ana 
the Merrimack River. The strip of land 
on which they settled was called Old Hrrry 
Town, and eventually -wais! incorporated by 
the name of Derryfield; and out of this 
Settlement thas grown the city of Manches- 
ter. 

Potters History of Mamchester speaks ot 
the emigrants from Londonderry settling 
very early on that strip of land. John Rid- 
ell settled upon what is called the Ray 
Farm, Alexander MacMurphy, Jr., lived next 
above John McNeill, opposite the Amos- 
keag Falls bridge, Ardhibald Stark settled 
upom Wihlat is now known as the Stark 
place. There was another Alexander Mac- 
Murphy who occupied a farm at the out- 
let of the Massalbesiic. The relationship 
of these two Alexiander MaicMurphy‘s Is 
readily determined. It is not to be pre. 
sumed that these men were fiather and son, 
for several reasons, Alexander MacMurpby, 
the father of Alexander MaicMurphy, Jr., 
wais drowned in 1734, when the son was 
only six years old; but father and son hiad 
no opportunity to occupy two farms in Old 
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Hanry Town at the same time. The his- 
toria, wails Quite right in the statement of 
cecupption of farm ait Amoskeag) Falls by 
Alexander MacMurphy, Jr., but he was not 
of age till 1749, only tiwo years before the 
incorporation of Derry field. The other 
Alexander MadMurphy, occupying a farm 
at the outlet of Lake Massabesic, was! the son 
of Squire John MacMurphy, and was twenty 
one years old in 1738, and his father gave 
him a deed of that farm, the large islana 
and the smniler ones in the lake, and mil 
privilege on the Cohas brook, just below 
Massabesic, in 1750. His father had posses- 
sei! the mill privilege, farm and island ten 
years before the deed. It cannot be made 
to appear, that these farms were actually 
used, or cultivated, much before incorpora- 
tion in 1751. 

Archibald Stark is named as having a farm 
at or near Amoskeag Falls, at a very early 
period; but as for the actual removal of hiis 
family from Londonderry, it did not occur 
till the year 1736. Ini the case of Alexander 
MacMurphy, Jr., it may be questioned 
whether he ever had a permanent of 
legal resident at Amoskeag Falls, for 
his place of residence was chiefly 
if not wholly in Londonderry, amd mainly 
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in the original house and homéelot of his 
farther. but when he married Isabella Oraig 
of Chester it is possible that lhe took up 
his residence elsewhere; not outside the 
town, but in the northern pairt of the 
town. The Chase History of Chester 
makes ‘him to have lived in several places 
in the Neck at Massabesic. There were 
three Alexander MadMurpheys of ‘voting 
age in Londondemry in 1750 and! for some 
years after. 


Londonderry Records. 


At a general town meeting March 5, 1726. 
“Tt is voted on the above said day that the 
proprietors aire satisfied) and design to lay 
out a THIRD division of land ‘and thiat the 
third division be laid out fifty acres to 
each proprietor that thas ia full right im the 
town, and that said Jand) shiall be laid our 
quantity and quaility to be considered by 
the committee, that shall be chosen to 
lay out the same. And it is further votea 
on the sfforesiaid) day that there shall be 
three men chosien for a committee to lay 
out the third divisions of land beside the 
surveyor. The namesiof the men ag follow- 
eth, John Mitchell, Thomas Steele, John 
MacMiurphy.xxx It ig also voted that the 
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town choose for surveyor to lay out the 
third divisions of lamd, David Cargell, Jr.. 
This goes to ‘show conclusively the inten- 
tion of the town in reference to the third 
division of land at this date. The situation 
of ¢he land is shown by the vote of the town 
October 24, 1726, to lay out a convenient 
road to Amoskeag. Tihis wiag ‘a considera: 
ble expense and would not haive been un- . 
dertaken if the amoujnt of travel had not 
warrant the expense. 

“At a town meeting held November 14, 
1726, the town chose flor moderator, James 
Alexander. It is voted on the jforesaid day 
that the third division of lend is to be 
laid out on the River of Merrimack, from 
the lower end of thie intervale ait Netti- 
cook, and so upon ‘the ‘aforesaid (River as far 
as lthe committee thjlt lays out the third 
division shiall think good for the public 
benefit of the said settlement. 

It is algo voted on {the laffolresaid day that 
every four proprietors in this town shail 
settle one inhabitant on the one fourth lot 
throughout the whole settlement jof the 
third division of land, and every persion that 
will not comply with this vote shill join 
together and take their rights in !the one 
end of the aforesaid settlement, and 
if they lose their rights through ‘a course 
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of lan iin their own defiant, by non-settling 
their third division, they shall lose it te 
themselves, ‘atid the town shall not be ob- 
liged to maks up their third division to 
these men” 

These third divisions along the Merri- 
mack River were laid out on thie doubtful 
validity of the ‘Wheelwrighit deed to the 
Nutfield Colony and that land was not in- 
cluded in Londonderry. However the third 
divisions were taken ip fifty acres fot 
whole rights quantity 'and quality, anc 
Alexander MaicMurphy of Nutfield «md Lon- 
donderry by Virtue of a half right in the 
charter had a farm with the others om the 
Merrimack River, and his house wias at 
Amoskecg Falls and he lived there suffi- 
ciently to comply with legal nequirements 
and the vote of the town November 14, 1726. 

There iis strong probability ‘that he 
lived there when tthe charter of London. 
derry wag granted, June 1, 1722 and that 
the two oldest children, George MacMur- 
phy and John MacMurphy, were born 
there; and so the record of their births 
did not reach the town clerk of London- 
derry. Old Harry’s Town became Derry- 
field iin 1751, and Alexander MacMurphy. 
Jr, was still reckoned as a resident ant 
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voter of Lomionderry. The Alexander 
MacMunphy, who was so conspicuous in 
early records of Derryfield for twenty-sis 
years, was a son of Squire John MacMur- 


phy. 
His Marriage. 


Alexander MacMurphy of Londonderry 
marvied Igbel Craig of Chester, a daughter 
William ‘and Jean Craig of Chester. This 
ig stalted) in) Benjamin Chase‘s History of 
Chester. There are other reasons for giv- 
ing credit to the statement of the historian. 
although record of mariage is not found. 
In the oldest burying ground in London- 
derry, now Derry is a gravestone for Jane 
Craiz, daughter of William and Jeam Craig 
of Chester, who died October 6, 1745, aged 
18 years. Within a few feet igs the grave 
and stone of Alexander MacMurphy, who 
died Janunry 8, 1763 aged 35 years. The 
three grotutpis) of the family are buried in 
close proximity, those of John MacMurphy, 
those of Alexander (MacMurphy and those 
or Archibald MacMurphy. Again in the 
last will and Testamient of Alexander Mac- 
Murphy, Jr., we discover the relationship, 
and in the adoption and bringing up of the 
son, James MacdMurphy by this grandfather 
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William Craig of Chestien The lack of in- 
formation about the births of children to 
Alexander MaiiMurphy, Jr., and Isabel Craig 
is partly accounted for by their unsettled 
nesidence and by his early disease. But 
from certain facts dates amd payments of 
legacies and charges, the following is be- 
lieved to be correct: the clildren were 
William MacMurphy, John MacdMiurphy, 
jJcmes MacMurphy and Jane MacMurphy. 
Three of these, John, James and Jane mar- 
ried persons of the name Graham. 

John MacMurphy of Londonderry born 
about 1756 married Sarah Graham of Ches- 
ter, a daughter of William Graham and 
M:ergaret Aiken. 

James MacMurphy married Margaret 
Graham, daughter of James Graham of 
Chester, and Jane MacMurphy was married 
to James Graham of Chester. The Grahiam 
connections! were numerous, and 'the social 
qualities of these relations were so prom- 
inent as to be quite traditional in the later 
generztions. There are reminiscences! ex- 
tant of the families whereas there are dies- 
cendants. : 
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Occupations 


When Jean MacMurphy, spiaster, in 1750 
quitclaimed her interest invyher honored fath- 
er, Alexander MacMurphy, estate to her broth 
er, Alexander MadMiurphy, Jr., she called 
his occupation that of ihusbandman; ajnid it 
perhaps implies that hie wais\ following the 
business of cultivating ithe land for ja liv- 
ing; he was twenty-two years of age only 
and probably still unmarried. He is very 
likely to have (been employed a large 
part of ‘the time on the farms at Amoskeag, 
perhaps catching salmon or ferrying par- 
ties to their fishing) grounds on smaill is- 
lands. 

When Daniel MacMurphy quitclaimed to 
his brother Alexander (MiadMuriphy in 1755, 
ine designated him as yoeman, and _ that 
leaves much room, for conjecture as to his 
employment. He was a fur holder, he was 
next ta gentleman, a Tretaijzer. In this deed 
mention is made of the quarter part of a 
lot of land lying upon or mear the Amos- 
keag Fialls. 

When James MacMurphy quitclaimed to 
his brother Alexander MacMuaphy in June 
1756 hig claim to one quarter of land at or 
near Amoskeag Falls, he designated him 


15 


still as YOEMAN; the land wais discribea 
by courses and called thirteen acres. 

And again wien James MacMurphy quit- 
claimed! thie one half of bis honored fathers 
estate to hig brother Alexander MaicMurphy 
in 1757 he continued to class ‘im as yoe- 
man. In all these transactions there is im- 
plied, thiat Alexander MacMurphy‘s occu- 
pation was diversified; he was tilling the 
soil when he was not occupied in looking 
after several pieces of real estate, waten- 
ing the fishing places on his land jit Amos- 
keag, and probably trading to some extent 
in the products of the fishing privileges. 
He was alt the Amoskeag Falls enough to 
satisfy the historian, that Alexalader Mac- 
Murphy, Jr., of Londonderry lived on a farm 
on the east side of the Merrimack River, 
at Amoskeag Falls, between the farms of 
John MeNeill and John Ridell. 


His Last Will and Testament. 


Alexander MacMurphy was yet a young 
man when he camie to the knowledge that 
his work was nearly finished. Tile follow- 
ing copy of his last Will and Testament 

“In the name of God, Amen, I Alexander 
MacMurphy of Londonderry in the Province 
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of New Hampshire, yeoman, being sick and 
weak of body but of perfect mind and mem- 
ory, thiainks be given ‘to God therefor, and 
c@eillling to the mortality of my body, and 
knowing tthait it is appointed for all men once 
to die, do make and ordain this my last 
Will and Testament, prinicipelly and first 
I give and bequeath my soul to God that 
gave it to me, 2nd my body to the dust to be 
puried in a Christiaini manner at the discre- 
tion of my executors, doubting not but at the 
general resurrection I shall receive the 
same by the Almighty powers of God, and 
as touching what it ‘hes pleased God to bless 
me with in this world I give and bequeatn 
in manner following: 

First I 2ilow all my just debts and funer- 
al charges to be paid out of my estate. 

Item, I give iaind bequeath my whole es- 
tate both real and personal to by beloved 
wife, Isabel to be disposed by her will as 
she shail think fit for the good of my fam- 
ily, either to keep it or to sell it as she 
thinks best for the bringing up and use of 
her family, and if she should think best to 
sell it, then I allow her to have full power 
to dispose of iit and execute deeds) of the 
same and I make and ordain my well be- 
loved wife Isabel MacMurphy to be my ex- 
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ecutrix of this my last Will and Testament 
revoking and disallowing all other wills, 
testaments or bequeathments whatsoever, 
allowing this and no otber to be my last 
will and testament 

Signed, sealed published and pronounced 
to lbe his last will and testament in presence 
of ws. 


Robert MacMurphy, a 
James MiaicMurphy, L.S. ; 
Robert Oraige. —~ 


Alexander MacMurphy. 
A triue copy ‘attest: 
Andrew J. Brown, Register. 
Proved June 25, 1763. 


Disposition of his estate. 


About six years after the decease of Alex- 
ander MacMurphy his widow concluded to 
sell the real estate. 

Isabelle MacMurphy, relict of Alexander 
MacMurphy late of Londonderry, executor 
‘to the estate and testament for 150 pounds, 
conveyed to John Craige and James Mac: 
Munphy these tract of land in Londonderry, 
fifty acres bounded by Patrick Douglass, 
Robert MadMiurphy, Jobin and Daniel Hun- 
ter, also a meadow, White Rock, bounded 
on John and Daniel Hunters meadows alse 
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one fourth part of a fourth division in Lon- 
denderry drawn to the original sight of 
James Liggett, also a tract of Jand, am- 
mendment, bounded on Archibal MacMu- 
phy, Chester line, John Roside, Samuel Wil- 
son, Thomas Wilson, witmesses to deed. 

Robert MacMurpihy, 

Mathew Thornton, 
Signed November 22, 1769, 

Isabella MacMurphy, (s) 

The sale of these tracts of land was in 
accordance with thie last will and testa 
ment, but John Craige his brother did mot 
want the land, he was not married, Jiames 
MadMurphy hier brother-in-law did not 
want the land as Ne had already setitlea 
elsewhere; but the two men helped the 
widow ~o turn the land into money, and 
Robert MacMurphy, cousin, and Doctoy 
Matthew Thornton, probably necommendeu 
the gale. The identity of this man Alexam. 
der MacMurphy, ‘and widow Isabella Mac- 
Murphy is determined beyond a question by 
thie identity of the fifty acre homestead, tie 
White Rock Meadow, the amendment lana, 
the right of James Liggett. The body of 
Alexander MacMurphy 1728-1768, son of 
Chanter Alexander MacMurphy, was buried 
in the first burying ground of Londonderry; 
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there was placed a modest gravestone with 
simple inscription, reciting that he died 
January 8, 1963, aged 33 years. 
There are a couple of lines of faith ex- 
pressed in ‘verge upon the stone. 
“This my dust shall rise again 
And praise my God in joyful strain,“ 


